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Spirit treatment of  profound hearing loss 
William C. Treurniet, Ottawa, ON, Canada 

Abstract. At a spirit healing session held by the medium, Paul Hamden, at Wallacia, Australia, a 
documented case of  profound sensorineural hearing loss was addressed. According to the medium, spirit 
beings created an external etheric device that responds to sound and directly stimulates the auditory area 
of  the brain, bypassing the physical ear mechanisms. Audiometric tests showed that hearing thresholds 
were lowered to the range described by audiologists as moderate hearing loss. The tests confirmed that 
hearing can be quickly and painlessly improved by spirit intervention of  this nature. 

1. Introduction 
Spirit healing is generally not recognized by modern medical science as a valid methodology, but it has a 
history of  dealing successfully with various arbitrary illnesses. It is not unusual for controlled experiments 
to show effects on disparate processes such as plant growth and wound healing in animals and humans. 
The techniques that are employed in the scientific experiments and medical studies all appear to involve 
the mental component of  focused intention. Further, healing of  medical conditions may involve 
purposeful movements of  the healer’s hands near the patient’s body, but healing at a  distance is also 
possible. Many studies are reviewed by Benor (1993, 1994) and several are summarized by Hodges (2011). 
Gerber (2001) also discusses a number of  studies, as well as a physical theory to explain how such healing 
may occur. 

Subtle energy bodies have been invoked to help explain such mind-body phenomena, and multiple layers 
of  these constructs have been proposed to account for various aspects of  consciousness (e.g., Kinney, 
2014). Some layers have physical properties and others have a more spiritual connection. The layer most 
closely associated with the physical body is called the etheric body. Gerber (2001) describes the etheric 
body as a bioenergetic field that carries coded information about the organization of  the physical body. It 
influences the formation and health of  the body, and so modifying the status of  the etheric body could 
have either a disruptive or healing effect on the physical body. 

During the Wallacia Spirit Festival in November of  2014 at the Wallacia Development Centre near 
Sydney, Australia, several mediums worked with spirits to heal arbitrary ailments presented by various 
people. In particular, a female attendee, 68 years of  age, had profound sensorineural hearing loss in the 
left ear at least since childhood. This type of  hearing loss is considered irreversible since it usually results 
from damage to the cochlear mechanism or the auditory nerve. The woman asked for the ear to be 
healed, and her hearing was partially restored by a spirit team working in collaboration with the medium, 
Paul Hamden. The spirit team was identified as John Campbell Sloan who was a Scottish medium during 
his life on earth (1869-1951), and an American Indian spirit known to the medium as TC. Evidence 
supporting the claim of  restored hearing is presented in this article. 

To protect her privacy, we will refer to the recipient of  the healing as Doris.  A hearing test had been 
administered to her in March, 2012, by a practicing audiologist. Figure 1 presents a graph from the 
audiologist's report showing thresholds for the left ear. The audiologist was consulted more recently to 
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clarify the meaning of  the symbols used in the graph, and the symbol legend is extended in the bottom-
left corner of  the figure. 

The graph indicates that the air conduction threshold for a 250 Hz tone was approximately 25 dB, and 
that it rose rapidly to beyond 120 dB at 1000 Hz. It remained at that level until 3000 Hz, then decreased 
to about 100 dB at 6600-8000Hz. The smaller rectangular symbols in the graph represent bone 
conduction thresholds. 

A word identification test also administered at that time indicated “no clarity, words lost before making them out”. 
The audiologist concluded that the left ear had profound sensorineural hearing loss and was completely 
non-functional for normal use. Doris recalls that another audiometric test done more than 30 years earlier 
had reached a similar conclusion.  

Figure 1. Audiometry report showing profound sensorineural hearing loss in the left ear. 
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2. The healing process 
Doris entered the healing room accompanied only by the medium. She was instructed to lie on a waist-
high cot in the middle of  the room, to relax and to not attempt to meditate or enter a trance state. She 
closed her eyes and after what felt like a short time, the process was finished.  

Meanwhile, the medium entered an altered state of  consciousness in which he was aware of  the presence 
of  spirit beings in the room. Besides the two familiar spirits known as John Sloan and TC, he described a 
group of  ten or fifteen humanoid observers with a bluish skin colour. He received the impression that this 
attempt to restore hearing was important to the observers because it had never been done before. 

According to the medium’s comments after the healing session was over, John Sloan and TC worked 
together to create an etheric ear outside Doris’s head that directly stimulated appropriate areas in the 
physical brain. That is, her physical ear mechanisms were bypassed entirely. The etheric device appeared 
to him in his altered state as wispy forms that seemed to converge slightly near the left side of  the head. 

The medium advised Doris to train the etheric ear. The method was not specified but he suggested that 
the help of  electronic devices should be avoided. She was also advised to avoid strong negative emotions 
so as not to disturb the form of  the etheric ear device. 

3. Etheric ear performance 
The ear was trained daily for approximately five months after the healing session took place. In this 
procedure, a male person spoke words continuously for about 5-10 minutes near the left side of  Doris’s 
head.  

The sensitivity of  the ear was evaluated using audiometer software developed for research purposes by the 
author. The audiometer was calibrated using a loudness measurement system made by DSP Mobile. 

3.1 Word training and testing 
Material for the training sessions was usually obtained from a list of  crossword clues in the daily 
newspaper.  The speaker spoke these arbitrary words next to Doris’s left ear while she blocked the right 
ear with a finger on a latex earplug.  She repeated each word to confirm accuracy of  hearing. The first 
utterance of  each word was usually heard correctly.  

Each session began by reciting the alphabet to allow Doris to find the best location for the speaker next to 
her head. The position of  the speaker’s mouth was fixed while Doris moved her head to find the preferred 
location, a “sweet spot” where hearing was best. 

The location of  this sweet spot appeared to be variable. It drifted unpredictably in the vicinity of  the left 
physical ear so that it was found either just in front, above, or behind the ear. The change in location could 
occur from one day to the next, but also within a session.  

A small experiment was able to measure movement of  the sweet spot within a training session. In this 
experiment, Doris held her head in a fixed position while the speaker said the same word twice - once with 
the mouth in front of  the physical ear and then again with the mouth behind the ear. The second 
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utterance of  each pair was spoken as much as possible like the first utterance. Doris’s task was either to 
indicate the location of  best intelligibility or to say that there was no difference. Figure 2 shows graphically 
how the location of  best intelligibility moved from behind the physical ear to the spot in front of  it. Note 
that the absence of  a vertical bar in the graph indicates no preference for that word. The shift in  
preferred position is evidence that the focus of  hearing is indeed unrelated to the physical ear. Further, the 
focus must be outside the head or its position would not be able to change. 

Generally, the sounds most difficult to recognize were those that tended to be spoken softly or depended 
on the higher frequencies such as stop consonants, fricatives, and sibilants. 

Since Doris’s hearing ability seemed improved immediately after the healing session, the effect of  the 
training may have been minimal. In any case, she is now able to have a normal conversation with 
someone at her left side while walking outdoors where there are no walls to reflect sound. This was not 
possible before the etheric ear was created.  

Some other anecdotal observations reported by Doris may also be of  interest. In two instances around 
mid-January, she heard unexplained bursts of  sound localized to the left side of  her head. The first sound 
was like a grunt, and the second sound a week later was a musical ping.  

Near the end of  January, she began occasionally to report an anomaly during training sessions. When 
words were spoken at a particular spot near her left physical ear, a soft buzzing quality “like an electric 
toothbrush” was superimposed on the speaker’s voice. Perhaps it was caused by an unintended resonance 
in the etheric ear. 

Figure 2. Sequence of  most intelligible locations.
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3.2 Audiometric tests 
During the training sessions, Doris’s etheric ear appeared to hover just outside her head somewhere near 
the left physical ear. Initially, therefore, tonal threshold measurements were made using a computer’s 
audio speaker rather than with an earphone over the physical ear. The speaker was placed on her left side 
about 50-60 cm from the ear. During the threshold measurements, the right ear was blocked with a latex 
foam ear plug inserted into the ear canal. Finger pressure was maintained on the ear plug for the duration 
of  the test. This blockage attenuated the sound entering the ear by about 40 dB.  

Thresholds were later also measured using headphones (Sennheiser PMX 60) with thin ear pads intended 
mainly for comfort. The headphones were positioned over the physical ears, and sound was directed only 
to the left side. The sound was not totally blocked by the ear pad, so leakage should have been detectable 
by the external etheric ear. The right ear was again blocked by finger pressure on the earplug inserted into 
the right ear canal. 

The level of  a calibration tone was measured near the position of  the left ear. Using the method of  
adjustment (e.g., Zwicker and Fastl, 1990), thresholds were determined from 100 Hz to 20 kHz at 30 

frequencies equally spaced on a log scale. The signal at each frequency consisted of  140 msec pulses 

Figure 3. Etheric ear thresholds for tones presented by speaker,  
and biological ear thresholds from audiologist’s prior report.
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including 10 msec rise and fall times, presented with an inter-pulse interval of  80 msec. Thus, the pulse 
rate was slightly over 4 pulses/sec. Thresholds are not shown beyond 5242 Hz in the following figures 
since these frequencies were usually inaudible at the maximum output level of  80 dB. 

The measured threshold data were adjusted to compensate for the non-flat frequency response of  the 
speaker or the headphone (Zwicker and Fastl, 1990). The amount of  compensation required at each 
frequency was determined by changing the output gain until it reached a predetermined constant value 
on the sound level meter. The calculated deviations from a flat frequency response were used to adjust 
Doris’s measured threshold at each frequency.  

Figure 3 shows the thresholds for tones presented via the speaker. The determination for early December 
is the average of  five measurements, and the error bar at each point shows plus and minus one standard 
deviation. The late December thresholds are the average of  two measurements, and in early April only 
one threshold function was obtained. The thresholds determined by the audiologist in 2012 are also 
included for ease of  comparison. 

Figure 4 shows the thresholds for tones presented with the headphone. The threshold for late December is 
the average of  two measurements, and the associated standard deviations indicated by error bars are small 
and barely visible. Only a single threshold function was determined in late February and in early April. 

For both speaker and headphone, thresholds were lower below 500 Hz than above. However, the lowest 
thresholds were lower and the highest thresholds were higher when using the headphone. 

Figure 4. Etheric ear thresholds for tones presented by headphone,  
and biological ear thresholds from audiologist’s prior report.
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Changes in performance of  the etheric ear can also be assessed from the data in Figures 3 and 4. There 
appears to be a small improvement over time for both transducers. In Figure 3, thresholds determined in 
April were up to 5-10 dB below the error bars of  early December in several places; in particular, in the 
range of  200-350 Hz, at 700 Hz, and at frequencies higher than 1150 Hz. In Figure 4, the thresholds 
below 500 Hz were roughly 10-15 dB lower in February and April than they were in December.  

We can now consider the possibility that the left-side threshold measurements were contaminated by 
detection of  the tones by the right ear. Was the 40 dB attenuation provided by the right earplug sufficient 
to prevent the tones from being heard in that ear? Was the inter-aural attenuation sufficient to prevent 
transmission of  the tones to the right ear through the head? Figure 5 shows the right-ear hearing 
thresholds as read from the graph in the audiologist’s report. All thresholds are between 30 and 45 dB, 
and the ear was considered to have mild to moderate sensorineural hearing loss. 

Using the speaker transducer (Figure 3), the highest average threshold for the etheric ear was 
approximately 60 dB. A 60 dB signal entering the right ear would have been reduced by the earplug to 
about 20 dB. This is lower than the lowest right-ear threshold and so would not have been detected.  

Using the headphone (Figure 4), the highest average threshold for the etheric ear was somewhat higher at 
about 65 dB. Could the right ear have detected that level of  sound through the head? Inter-aural 

attenuation when using earphones is considered to be at least 40 dB (British Society of  Audiology, 2011), 
so a 65 dB signal would have been reduced to less than 25 dB at the right ear via this route. This level is 
again lower than the lowest right-ear threshold, so it would not have been detected by the right ear. 

Figure 5. Thresholds for the right ear as measured by the audiologist in 2012.
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According to these considerations, the etheric ear thresholds were not contaminated by detection of  the 
test signals with the right ear. 

3.3 Discussion 
The audiologist found in 2012 that Doris’s left ear suffered from profound sensorineural hearing loss. 
Above 500 Hz, the ear was essentially non-functional with thresholds approaching or exceeding 100-120 
dB. After the healing treatment in 2014, an impressive improvement was found as these higher hearing 
thresholds were lowered by more than 65-70 dB. The average of  thresholds at 250, 500, 1000, 2000 and 
4000 Hz is now about 48 dB, which would be described as moderate hearing loss (British Society of  
Audiology, 2011). Since profound sensorineural hearing loss is considered permanent, the recovery of  
some hearing immediately following the healing process was likely due to the spirit intervention described 
by the medium. 

Although the improvement in hearing was mainly in the higher frequency range, the lack of  sensitivity in 
that region is still significant. It is consistent with the kind of  perceptual confusions that arose during the 
training sessions with word utterances.  Recognition was sometimes impaired when words contained 
fricatives (e.g., f, s, sh) and stop consonants (e.g., g, p, t). These are characterized by a relatively broad 
spectral band at the higher frequencies. The phoneme /e/ as in “beet” was also noticeably 
misunderstood, and it has a critical frequency component around 2200 Hz. Nevertheless, words were 
usually heard correctly when spoken at the “sweet” spot, and this was not possible before the etheric ear 
treatment. 

The threshold function was influenced by the manner in which the tones were presented. Compared to 
presentation with the speaker transducer, thresholds with headphone presentation were lower for low-
frequency tones and higher for higher-frequency tones. At frequencies above 1100 Hz, the speaker 
thresholds were consistently about 15 dB lower than the headphone thresholds. At frequencies below 450 
Hz, however, the speaker thresholds were about 15 dB higher than the headphone thresholds. These 
observations can be explained by the combined properties of  the physical ear and the external etheric ear. 
The physical ear is sensitive only to low frequencies while the etheric ear appears sensitive mainly to 
higher frequencies. Low frequency energy from the headphone was focused into the functioning physical 
ear, so the quite low threshold measurement was mediated mainly by the physical ear. However, higher-
frequency energy from the headphone was not perceptible to the physical ear, and only energy that leaked 
past the headphone was perceived by the external etheric ear. This interference by the headphone 
appeared to raise the threshold of  the etheric ear at higher frequencies.  

Thresholds measured near 250 Hz in December were about the same as that reported by the audiologist 
in 2012. However, Figure 4 shows that headphone thresholds at low frequencies decreased significantly 
after the initial determination in December. The observed threshold reduction could have been due to 
movement of  the etheric ear nearer to the headphone position. This interpretation was supported when 
the lowered thresholds were not sustained in later determinations (not shown), suggesting that the etheric 
ear had moved again to a position farther away.  

Spontaneous restoration of  hearing to an ear that has profound sensorineural hearing loss is rare. It is 
sometimes treated with surgical implantation of  an artificial cochlea. We show in this report that there is 
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another treatment approach that is less invasive, although it does not fit into our current scientific 
framework. The medium has no doubt about what was done because he was able to observe the 
proceedings while in the altered state of  consciousness. On our part, we have good reason to accept the 
medium's explanation. The movement of  the ear’s apparent location is evidence that it exists outside the 
head, and this corroborates the medium’s comment immediately after the healing session that the ear was 
created outside the head. Further, the hearing tests indicate a recovery of  function that is not at all 
expected for a deficit of  this nature. The medium offers an explanation for an otherwise inexplicable 
result. 

The creation of  an etheric ear to compensate for a defective physical ear has apparently never been done 
before and was said to be of  considerable interest to the beings involved. The medium understands that 
they would like to carry out such interventions on behalf  of  more people. This could be an opening for a 
collaboration between human medical professionals and spirit scientists. 

4. General discussion 
The notion that physical objects are supported by corresponding forms in an etheric realm is not accepted 
by mainstream science, yet it is a useful concept for explaining some empirical observations. For example, 
experiments on bioenergetics have demonstrated that a kind of  energetic template appears to exist in 
concert with living matter. For example, an image called a Kirlian photograph was created by placing a 
living object like a leaf  or a finger on a photographic plate and exposing it to a high frequency, high 
voltage electric field. The resulting image is frequency-dependent and shows patterns of  corona discharge 
on and around the object. A number of  such images were published by Moss and Johnson (1972). Of  
most interest here is the so-called phantom leaf  effect seen in some experiments that use a properly 
calibrated energy source. When a section of  a leaf  is cut off  before exposure, the pattern on the 
photographic plate after exposure is of  the whole leaf  (Moss, 1976; Gerber, 2001). This suggests that the 
leaf  has a superimposed energy field that remains in place for a time after a physical part of  the leaf  is 
removed.  Gerber (2001) proposed that “Kirlian photography uses etherically stimulated electrons to trace delicate 
outlines associated with the etheric body of  the leaf.” For the phantom image to appear, the Kirlian energy source 
must operate at a frequency that is a subharmonic of  the much higher frequency of  the etheric body in 
order to resonate with it. 

The medium’s description of  the events that occurred when the etheric ear was created gave us some 
additional insights. He confirmed that beings exist in what we call the etheric realm. Some of  these beings 
appeared in the form of  humans that once had a physical existence on earth, others were not human 
judging from their blue skin colour. Since they exist in the etheric realm, they are all non-physical from 
our perspective. We also learned that there are objects in the etheric realm, such as the etheric ear, that do 
not have a physical counterpart. This means that the environment of  beings in the etheric realm need not 
be similar to our physical environment. In other words, etheric forms exist without having corresponding 
bodies of  physical matter.  

The etheric ear device may have particular properties that interested the group of  observers mentioned by 
the medium. Although etheric objects are sometimes described as templates for the formation of  physical 
objects (Treurniet, 2015), the etheric ear has no corresponding physical form located beside Doris’s head. 
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The ear receives and analyzes sound energy and was said to stimulate the brain areas appropriate for 
producing the correct auditory sensations. This suggests that the device freely interacts with physical 
sound vibrations and brain tissue.  

However, that need not be the case. Like all physical objects, vibrating air molecules would have an etheric 
counterpart, as would the neural mechanisms in the brain. The etheric ear may receive the etheric 
vibrations associated with the physical sound, and may stimulate the etheric counterparts of  the physical 
neurons in the brain. If  that is the case, the etheric ear would interact with only etheric objects. So 
although the device does not have a physical counterpart of  its own, it might be able to both “read” and 
“write” the states of  etheric templates of  other physical objects. It would not need to interact directly with 
physical matter to reliably communicate with physical processes. This might have been sufficiently novel to 
attract the attention of  the observers to the healing process. 
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